
9th Grade – College Prep 
Summer Reading Assignment 

 
 
 

To Incoming 9th Grade CP Students, 
 
 
          Do you know why you are required to read over the summer? 
 
          Research has proven that summer reading skills can help: 

 build your vocabulary, 
 strengthen your reading skills, 
 advance your academic achievement! 

 
         Most importantly, it will help you develop a love of reading. With that in 
mind, you will have the opportunity to select and read at least one book from 
the list that interests you. Upon completion, compose a 1-2 page character 
letter on your selected novel (instructions listed below). Be ready to submit 
and discuss your work upon return to school. 
 
 
Have a wonderful summer and we look forward to seeing you in September! 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
     Mrs. McKee 
     jmckee@prsdnj.org 
 
     Mrs. Miller 
     bmiller@prsdnj.org 
 
     Ms. Magliano 
     lmagliano@prsdnj.org 
 
     Ms. Bischoff 
     jbiscoff@prsdnj.org 
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Character Letter 
 
 

       Right after reading your selected novel, you will compose a character 
letter. This isn’t any ordinary letter, though! You will adopt the persona of one 
of the characters from your novel then write a letter to your future 9th grade 
English teacher, convincing him/her to read your book. Things you should 
include: 
 

 Describe yourself 
 

 Include the author’s name 
 

 Describe two or three events in the plot that were exciting and 
would make me want to read your story 

 
 Describe the setting 

 
 Give a brief description of two characters that you associate with in 

the book 
 

 Hint at the ending of the book without completely giving it away 
 

 Rate your book on a scale of 1-10 and explain 
 

 
          As mentioned earlier, be ready to submit and discuss your letter upon 
returning to school in September. Late assignments will lose credit each day 
they are not turned in. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Selection of Books 
 
 
 
Me and Earl and the Dying Girl by Jesse Andrews 
     Seventeen-year-old Greg has managed to become part of every social group at his 
Pittsburgh high school without having any friends, but his life changes when his mother 
forces him to befriend Rachel, a girl he once knew in Hebrew school who has leukemia. 
 
Don’t Look Back by Jennifer L. Armentrout 
     Samantha's mind is a blank slate after she disappeared with her best frienemy, Cassie. 
However, when Cassie's dead body turns up, Samantha's memories are the only clue to 
what happened that night. Unfortunately, Sam not having any memories may be the only 
thing keeping her alive. 
 
Hitler Youth: Growing up in Hitler's Shadow by Susan Campbell Bartoletti  
     Explores the various factors which led many of Germany's young people to pledge their 
loyalty and support to the dictator and join the Hitler Youth during his rise to power. 
 
Mortal Gods by Kendare Blake 
     For the first time ever, Cassandra and Athena have a mutual goal: to kill the remaining 
gods and goddesses that have taken refuge on Mount Olympus. If they could just figure out 
how to work together, they might be able to accomplish it. 
 
The Inventor’s Secret by Andrea Cremer 
     In a steampunk world, after the British Empire won the Revolutionary War, a young 
Patriot named Charlotte finds a boy in the woods, running from British war machines. 
When he claims he cannot remember anything, she and the other rebels with her decide to 
find his true origin by going to the heart of the Empire: New York. 
 
Looking for Alaska by John Green 
     A boy finds excitement when he meets a girl named Alaska who struggles with her own 
inner demons. One night after a prank-gone-wrong, a group of friends fight to discover 
what really happened to Alaska after the accident. 
 
Paper Towns by John Green 
     Quentin Jacobsen has spent a lifetime loving the magnificently adventurous Margo Roth 
Spiegelman from afar. So when she cracks open a window and climbs back into his life – 
dressed like a ninja and summoning him for an ingenious campaign of revenge – he follows. 
After their all-nighter ends and a new day breaks, Q arrives at school to discover that 
Margo, always an enigma, is missing. 
 
 
 
 



Heat by Mike Lupica 
     Pitching prodigy Michael Arroyo is on the run from social services after being banned 
from playing Little League baseball because rival coaches doubt he is only twelve years old 
and he has no parents to offer them proof. 
 
Dorothy Must Die by Danielle Paige 
     My name is Amy Gumm—and I'm the other girl from Kansas. I've been recruited by the 
Revolutionary Order of the Wicked. I've been trained to fight. And I have a mission: Remove 
the Tin Woodman's heart. Steal the Scarecrow's brain. Take the Lion's courage. And—
Dorothy must die. 
 
Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children by Ransom Riggs 
     An island, an abandoned orphanage and a collection of curious photographs.  

 
Peak by Roland Smith 
     A fourteen-year-old boy attempts to be the youngest person to reach the top of Mount 
Everest.  

 
Forgive me, Leonard Peacock by Matthew Quick 
     A day in the life of a suicidal teen boy saying good-bye to the four people who matter 
most to him. 

 
Where Things Come Back by John Corey Whaley 
     Seventeen-year-old Cullen's summer in Lily, Arkansas, is marked by his cousin's death 
by overdose, an alleged spotting of a woodpecker thought to be extinct, failed romances, 
and his younger brother's sudden disappearance. 
 
Passenger by Alexandra Bracken 
     In one devastating night, violin prodigy Etta Spencer loses everything she knows and 
loves. Thrust into an unfamiliar world by a stranger with a dangerous agenda, Etta is 
certain of only one thing: she has traveled not just miles but years from home. And she’s 
inherited a legacy she knows nothing about from a family whose existence she’s never 
heard of. Until now. 
 
The Dark Days Club by Alison Goodman 
     London, April 1812. On the eve of eighteen-year-old Lady Helen Wrexhall’s presentation 
to the queen, one of her family’s housemaids disappears-and Helen is drawn into the 
shadows of Regency London. There, she meets Lord Carlston, one of the few who can stop 
the perpetrators: a cabal of demons infiltrating every level of society. Dare she ask for his 
help, when his reputation is almost as black as his lingering eyes? And will her intelligence 
and headstrong curiosity wind up leading them into a death trap? 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/2973783.Alexandra_Bracken

